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A DVERTISEME NT. 


HE deſign of this little Piece is to bring the Reader 

do an impartial conſideration of what the Chriſtian 
Religion truly is, that upon comparing his own principles 
and practice with thoſe plain texts of Scripture which are 
here laid before him, in the native force of their own 
ſimplicity, he may form a right judgment of himſelf, 
whether he is a real or only a nominal Chriſtian. 


In vain we make objections to the obſcurity of Sctip- 
ture, when theſe few paſſages of it teach us, in ſuch plain 
terms, what is a true Faith, and what are the genuine 
fruits of it. Were there nothing more in the whole Bible 
within the reach of our underſtandings (which is very far 
from being the caſe) theſe alone would be ſufficient to 
point out the way to heaven, ſo that none could miſtake 
it but by their own careleſſneſs or perverſeneſs, 


How then it comes to paſs that the principles and ac- 
tions of the generality of mankind are ſo directly contrary 
to the religion they profeſs, they themſelves muſt be left 
to account for; but that they are ſo, is a melancholy 


truth, which needs no other proof than to look into the 
world, 
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world, and compare the maxims and cuſtoms of it with 
the revealed will of God, Whatever therefore be the cauſe 
of this fatal deluſion, the only way to the cure of it muſt 
be to try ourfelves by this ſtandard of unerring truth, 
God's holy word; and fo far as it is our conſtant endea- 
vour to be guided by the rules of that word, fo far, and 
no farther, may we be affured that all its promiſes do be- 
long to us. 


If then we would obtain true liberty in this world, and 
everlaſting felicity in the world to come, let us hold faſt 
the faith, and live as it becomes the goſpel of Chriſt ; for 
this is the higheſt degree of that liberty with which Chriſt 
has made us free, that not all the allurements or threat- 
nings of the world, no not even the fear of death itſelf, 
ſhall be able to prevail with us to break the leaſt of his 
commandments : And the nearer we adavnce to this glo- 
rious liberty, the more abundantly we ſhall find the happy 
conſequences of it, the chearing communications of God's 
favour in this world, and the bright aſſured hope of ever- 
laſting glory, and unſpeakable happineſs in the world to 
come; ſo that we ſhall from heart- felt conviction ſay with 
David, | 
Thy word is tried to the uttermoſt, and thy Servant 
loveth it. 


JOHN 


121 


JOHN xv. 4. 
Aide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of ſelf, 


except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 


LUKE vi. 43, &c. 


A good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit ; neither doth a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit ; for every tree is known by his own 
fruits; for of thorns men do not gather figs; neither of a bramble 
buſh gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treaſure of his 
heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the 
evil treaſure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil ; for out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. And why call ye 


me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay? whoſoever there- 


fore. cometh to me, and heareth my ſayings, and doth them, I will 
he o you to whom he is like; he is like a man which built an houſe, 


and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock ; and when the flood 


aroſe, the ſtream beat vehemently upon that houſe, and could not 
ſhake it, for it was founded upon à rock : but he that heareth, and 
doeth not, is like à man that without a foundation built an houſe upon 
the earth, againſt which the ſlream did beat vehemently, and immes 
diately it fell, and the ruin of that houſe was great. 


notion of true religion ſeems in danger of being loſt by 
thoſe who are continually toſſing about from one teacher 
to another: I ſhall therefore endeavour here to bring to view a com- 
plete unerring rule, both of faith and practice, which I ſhall do by 


| HERE is ſuch a variety of doctrines and even confuſion 
i of opinions come abroad into the world, that the very 


tranſcribing the Scriptures themſelves, I mean thoſe clear and 


ſtriking paſſages of them, which cannot eaſily be miſunderſtood by 


any reader who duly attends to them; I ſay, not ey miſunde r- 
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ſtood by any. But in order to have them rightly impreſſed upon 
our hearts, ſo that we may bring forth fruit unto holinefs, it is moſt 
undoubtedly and abſolutely neceſſary, that we earneſtly implore the 
light and grace of God's holy ſpirit to direct and proſper us in this 
our ſearch after eternal life; and if we do thus aſk, we ſhall receive, 
if we do thus ſeck, we ſhall find, as our Saviour has promiſed us; 
which promiſe at the ſame time warns us, that unleſs we do ſeek, 
we ſhall not find, unleſs we do aſk, we ſhall not receive. 


I ſhall begin with the teſtimony which St. John gives us in the 
firſt chapter of his goſpel of the divinity of our Saviour, a truth 
which has been unhappily diſputed by thoſe who call them— 
ſelves Chriſtians, and pretend to believe the written word of God, 
and allow this goſpel of St. John to be a part of it. But with what 
a ſtudious and laborious perverſeneſs muſt they go about to tals 
away the plain ſenſe and eaſy meaning of theſe- words? In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God: the ſame was in the beginning with God; all 
things were made by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made: in him was life, and the life was the light 
of men; and the light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the darkneſs com- 
« prehended it not.” That St. John ſpeaks theſe words of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt is undeniably clear from the following verſes : 


© There was a man ſent from God, whoſe name was John; the 

. fame came for a witneſs, to bear witneſs of that light, that all men 
through him might believe. He was not that light, but was ſent 
to bear witneſs of that light that was the true light, which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not: but as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
* ſons of God; even to them that believe on his name; which 
6 


6 
C 
0 
« were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 


will of man, but of God. And the Word was made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the | 
only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” We have 
here a full declaration both of the Godhead and Manhood of our 


Saviour ; 


OE 
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Saviour; ſuch a one as leaves no room for doubtful interpretations, 
nor is capable of being taken in any other ſenſe than in that which 
eſtabliſhes him to be very God of very God, by any unprejudiced reader 
of plain ſenſe, how mean ſoever his capacity or attainments. The true 
reaſon which makes the Bible fo little underſtood, is becauſe it is fo 
little attended to or conſidered, and not, as ſome would have us believe, 
becaule it is a ſealed book, as if God had locked it from our under- 
ſtandings; whereas he has given it for a guide and a rule to all who 
will be guided and ruled by it: that there are ſome parts of it diffi- 
cult and hard to be underſtood, I readily acknowledge; but to ſay 
that the general ſcope and meaning of it is ſo, is equally wicked and 
abſurd, and the paflages here ſet down mike it appear that it is falſe. 
I ſhall go on to take a view of thoſe Scriptures firſt, which teach 
us what we are to belieye concerning our Saviour, and then proceed 
to ſearch out thoſe which teach us how we muſt obey him. Our 
Lord himſelf aſſerts his Divinity in the ſtrongeſt terms, when he 
fays to the Jews, Verily, verily I ſay unto you, before Abraham 
was I am (John viii. 58.) alluding to the 14th verſe of the third 


chapter of Exodus, where God fays unto Moſes, I am that I am; 
and he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of Itrael, I am 


hath ſent me unto you. He likewiſe tells in the firſt chapter of 


the Revelation, ver. 11th, that he is Alpha and Omega, the firſt 
and the laſt, The firſt chapter of the Hebrews is likewiſe fully 
expreſhve of this truth: God, who at ſundry times and in divers 
manners ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by the prophets, 
* hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
* appointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the worlds ; 
who being the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of 
his perſon, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
* When he had by himſelf purged our ſins, fat down on the right 
* hand of the majeſty on high, being made ſo much better than 
* the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
* name than they; for unto which of the angels faid he at any 


time, Thou art my fon, this day have I begotten thee? And 
again, I will be to him a father, and he ſhall be to me a ſon * 
And again, when he bringeth in the firſt-begotten into the world 
he faith, And let all the angels of God worſhip him; and of the 
angels he ſaith, Who maketh his angels ſpirits, and his Pe a 

| a lame 
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a flame of fire: but unto the Son he ſaith, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of 
* thy kingdom: thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated iniquity; 
* therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
* gladneſs above thy fellows. And thou, Lord, in the beginning 
* haſt laid the. foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
* work of thy hands; they ſhall periſh, but thou remaineſt; and 
they all ſhall wax old as doth a garment, and as a veſture ſhalt 
© thou fold them, and they ſhall be changed; but thou art the 
* ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail.“ From all which I conclude, 
that this article of our faith is ſettled upon as firm ground as the 
Scriptures can eſtabliſh it, and ſet in as clear a point of view as 
words can place it. 


I ſhall now conſider ſome of thoſe texts which more immediately 
teach us what the Son of God is to us, and what that faith is which 
will obtain acceptance from him : 


As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſomuſt 
the fon of man be lifted up; that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life: for God ſo loved the 
world, that he ſent his only=hegotten Son into the world, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal 
life : for God ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be ſaved. He that 
believeth on him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is 
cdndemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the name of 
of the only-begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their deeds were evil.“ John iii. 14, &c. 
This ſhews us it is the wickedneſs of our hearts, and not the 
weakneſs of our underſtandings, which is the great obſtruction to 
true faith. We are alſo here taught, that all evil-doers are enemies 
to the true faith; © For every one that doth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved : 
but he that doth the truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God.“ It nearly 
concerns all thoſe to conſider of this, who are conſtantly hearing 

from 
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from the pulpit what Chriſt has done for his people, but have 
never learned from the word of God what manner of perſons his 
people mult be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs ; and therefore 
go on ſecurely in their fin at the ſame time that they go eagerly after 
their preachers. Our Saviour diſputing with the Jews, who ſought - 
to kill him, becauſe he ſaid God was his father, tells them, As the 
Father raifeth up tne dead and quickeneth them, even ſo the Son 
quickeneth whom he will: for the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men ſhould ho- 
nour the Son even as they honour the Father. For the hour is coming 
in which all they that are in the graves ſhall hear the voice, and 
ſhall come forth; they that have done good unto the reſurrection - 
of life; and they that have done evil unto the reſurrection of 
- damnation.” John v. 21, &c. Hear this warning voice, ye that do 
evil, ye that wilfully diſobey the commands of God: the Lord him- 
ſelf here aſſures you, that he will not ſave you from the reſurrection 
of damnation ; no not though you have made the ſtrongeſt profeſſions . 
of beheving in his name. Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name have 
caſt out devils, and in thy name done many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profeſs unto thetfl, 1 never knew you; depart - 
from me, ye workers of iniquity.” From all which it is plain, 
that no faith will avail to the ſaving of our ſouls, but that which 
produces a ſincere obedience; and to ſuch only who cenſtantly ſtrive 
to approve themſelves his faithful ſervants and ſubjects, he ſpeak- 
the following gracious words, My theep hear my voice, and I - 
know them, and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal 
life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father which gave them me is greater than all, 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and 
my Father are one.“ John x. 27, &. Our only ſafety is of God+ 
in Chriſt : we cannot of ourſelves undertake, much lets perſevere 
in any thing that is good, on account of that depravity of nature 
which we inherit from our firſt parents, and which we exceedingly 
increaſe by our own actual tranſgreſſions ; but if we do look up to 
God for help, and earneſtly ſtrive for the grace we pray for, and 
diligently ute the help he gives us, we can do all that he requires 
of his creatures, and nothing ſhall be able to deprive us of that 
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eternal reward he has promiſed to the righteous, for he will fend 
the holy ſpirit (the third perſon in the ever: bleſſed Trinity) to guide 
us through every difficulty, and to comfort us under every tempta- 
tion. For there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one.” * 1 John 
v. 7. I will mention two more texts which exprefly declare our Sa- 
viour to be God; the firſt is in the twentieth chapter of the Acts, 
where St. Paul, ſpeaking to the elders of the church, ſays, Take 
* heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the flock over which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of 
God which he has purchaſed with his own blood.“ The other is in 


| the ninth chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, where Chriſt is ſaid 
| to be God over all, blefled for ever.“ 
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« Secing then that we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſted into . 
* the heavens, Jeſus the ſon of God : let us hold faſt our profeſſion, 

for we have not an high prieſt that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we 
b | are, yet without fin ; let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
| time of need.* Hebrews iv. 16. Ile is able allo to ſave them to 8 
the uttermoſt that come unto God by him.* Hebrews vii. 25. 
For Chriſt is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itſelf, now to 
appear in the preſence of God for us.“ Hebrews ix. 24. And as 
it is appointed unto men once to die, and after that the judgment; 
ſo Chriſt was once offered to bear the ſins of many; and unto them 


| that look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time without fin unto 
11 ( ſalvation.“ Hebrews ix. 27, 28. 


1 


Since then we are, as the ſame apoſtle ſpeaks, compaſſed about 
with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes to confirm and ſtrengthen our 
faith, let us lay aſide every weight and the ſin that doth ſo eaſily 
| | beſet us, and let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, 
: looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of our faith, who for 


* See the authority of this text fully vindicated in the firſt volume of Dr. Edwards's 
Body of Divinity. | | 


the To 


WE 


the joy that was ſet before him endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of God. Heb. xu. 1, 2. 


Let us conſider what it is to lay aſide every weight and the ſin 
that doth fo eaſily beſet us, and to run with patience the race that 


is ſet before us. 


True religion and true morality are inſeparable; it is the enemy 


that endeavours to divide them; for it is impoſſible to poſſeſs the 


one without the other. It 1s true 1t frequently happens, through the 
providence of God, that there is good done in the world by people 
who do not act from religious principles; but this is not Chriſtian 
virtue, to which alone the rewards of the goſpel are promiſed : one 


may perform many acts of apparent goodneſs from natural conſtitu- 


tion, regard to the world, and the like motives; but then alone do 
they become religious Acts, when they are done either in conſe- 
quence of virtuous habits, or are performed with an immediate and 


expreſs reference to God and his commandments. There are alſo, 


en who make great profeſſions of religion, which they place 


in wh t they call faith, and in going often to church, or to other 
places of public worſhip, juſt as their fancy and inclination leads 


them, but at the ſame time are ſhamefully negligent of goſpel 
obedience, and walk contrary in many inſtances to the laws of God 
and Chriſt ; but then this is not religion but profeſſion : * They 
« profeſs that they know God; but in works they deny him.” Titus 
1. 16. But the wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle and in eaſy to be treated; full ofmercy and good fruits; 
without partiality and without hypocriſy.” James iii. 17. 


Coloſſians iii. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 


Which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the right hand of Ged. 
Set your affections on things above, and not on things on the 
* .carth : for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
+ When Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo 


appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members 


* avhich are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate 


* aftection, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſnets, which is idolatry : 


* for which things fake the wrath of God cometh on the children 
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of diſobedience.— But now ye alſo put off all theſe; anger, wrath, 
malice, blaſphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth; 
lie not one to another, ſeeing ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
* knowledge after the image of him that created him. Where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
* free; but Chriſt 1s all, and in all; put on therefore (as the elect: 
Jof God, holy and beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humble- 
* nels of mind, meekneſs, Iong-fuffering ; forbearing one-another, 
and forgiving one-another ; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do. 
« ye. And above all theſe things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectneſs, and let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the which ye are alſo called in one body; and be ye thankful. 
Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, teaching and admo- 
* niſhing one-another in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, 
« ſinging with grace in your hearts to the Lord; and whatſoever ye 
do in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
: Sons thanks to God and the Father, by him. Wives ſubmit 
« yourſelves unto your own hufbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 
* Huſbands, love your wives, and be not bitter againſt them. 
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well plea- 
ſing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, 
* left they be diſcouraged. Servants, obey in all things your 
© maſters according to the fleſh ; not with eye-ſervice as men- 
* pleaſers ; but in e. of heart, fearing God; and whatſoever 
ye do in word, or in deed, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
« unto men: knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the 
* reward of the inheritance; for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt: but he 
that doth wrong ſhall receive for the wrong that he doeth, and 
there is no reſpe& of perſons. Matters, give unto your fervants 
that which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye allo have a maſter. 
in heaven. Continue in prayer, and watch in the ſame with all 
« perſeverance 3 withall praying alſo for us, that God would open 
unto us a door of utterance, to {peak the myſteries. of Chriſt.” 
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We have here an excellent ſyſtem of duties laid before us,' 
which we are bound to follow to the beſt of our power, if ever 


we hope to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for they 


are. 


Ji 
43. 1 


are his laws, and if we wilfully diſobey them, we ſhake off out 
allegiance to him, and become rebels, inſtead of faithful ſubjects. 
Let us ſee then in what manner our practice agrees with them. 
Do we ſet our affections on things above and not on things on the 
earth? Or are they ſo ſet on things on the earth, that the things 
above have no place in them ? Do we live as if we thought gain was 

odlineſs, and make our known duty give way to our worldly 
intereſt ? Do we dare to allow ourſelves in any of thoſe vices for 
which the wrath of God cometh on the children of diſobedience ? 
Inſtead of putting- on bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, are we cruel, proud, paſſionate, 
revengeful ? Inſtead of putting on that charity which 1s the bond of 
perfectneſs, of which we are told in the thirteenth chapter of the 
firſt of Corinthians, That it ſuffereth long and is kind; envieth 
© not, vaunteth not itſelf; is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf 
* unſeemly ; ſeeketh not its own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh 
© no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.” It 
is but too plain that we give ourſelves up to raſh anger upon flight 
offences, we envy our brethren the bleſſings of our common father ; 
and yet at the very time that we ſtrive to leflen or undervalue theſe 
bleſſings in others, we take a pride in the advantages which have 
fallen to our own ſhare, and deſpiſe thoſe who do not pofleſs them 
in the ſame degree of excellence. Again let us aſk, if inſtead of 
ſeeking not our own, we ſeek any thing elſe but our private intereſt, 
regardleſs of the wants, and dangers, and ſufferings of others? Do 
we not both think and ſpeak 
Do we not rejoice and triumph in the diſcovery of our neighbours 
faults? Do we not wrong his character by miſrepreſenting him, and 
then condemn him for the crimes thus unjuſtly laid to bis charge ? 
If we do theſe things, it is plain our diſpoſitions and tempers are 
the very reverſe of that charity which is here given as the mark and 
character of a Chriſtian. Laſtly, let me aſk, Are we unthankful 
to God for all the various bleſſings his bounty ſhowers down upon 
us, eſpecially for his ineſtimable love in the redemption of the 
world by his fon Jeſus Chriſt ? Are we unmindful of the duties we 
owe to each other in the ſeveral ſtations wherein Providence has 
Placed us; and do we walk contrary to them? Do we negle& to 
pray for ourſelves, and others; or do it only in a careleſs, formal 


D manner ? 


evil, when there is no occaſion given? 
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manner? In a word, inſtead of conſulting it in the moſt indifferent 
actions of life, do we make the glory of God no part of our con- 
cern? If it be thus with us (and the heart when honeſtly aſked 
will always honeſtly anſwer) what is left for us who profeſs to be- 
lieve the goſpel is true, but a fearful looking for of judgment? The 
command is clear and plain, as well as juſt and holy, no ſubtilty 
of -wit or eloquence can evade or diſtinguiſh away the puniſhment. 
Nothing remains but turning to the Lord in the way which his word 
has preſcribed, with weeping, faſting, and praying, and doing it 
NOW in an acceptable time, when he will ſuffer himſelf to be in- 
treated. | | 

1 

Since the opinions and conſequently the actions of the ſerious 
part of the common people are ſo much in the power of their 
preachers, it behoves them, of all men, to be careful of the words 
they ſpeak to an ignorant and promiſcuous audience: there are many 
propoſitions OE by accurate diſtinctions and reaforing may bs 
be ſhewn to be agreeable to the word of God, which ought not to 
be laid down 1n a general way, and to' the people at large, becauſe, 
for want of thoſe diſtinctions, they muſt neceſſarily draw erroneous 
concluſions from them. Thus, for inſtance, there are ſome very 
eminent preachers, who are conſtantly telling their followers with 
great earneſtneſs, that they are not able to keep the law of God, 
nor to live up to his commandments : that this doctrine, however 
true, if we mean to ſpeak of a perfect ſinleſs obedience, is pernicious 
where the people are left to put their own conſtructions upon it, is 
very plainly ſeen in the lives of thoſe who act under the influence of 
it. Nothing is more common than to ſee many miſtaken deluded 
people, at the very ſame time that they go conſtantly and with the 
utmoſt carneſtneſs to the public worſhip. of God, allowing them- 
{elves in breaking his commandments by every groſs oftence ;. ſuch 
as lying, flandering, envying, drunkenneſs, and many other in- 
ſtances of wilful diſobedience. It is apparent therefore, as far as we 
ſuppoſe practice influenced by opinion, that the word of God is ei- 
ther miſrepreſented to them, or miſunderſtood by them: and ſurely 
it highly concerns their miniſters to take this matter into their 
moſt ſerious conſideration, leſt they ſhould be in any degree acceſ- 


fary to the loſs of ſo many immortal ſouls, —Becauſe Chriſt has 
| | ſatisfied 
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fatisfied for ſin, are we not therefore to be told, it is for the 
fins only of thoſe who to the beſt of their power forſake them? 
Becauſe he has performed a perfect obedience in our ſtead, are we 
not therefore to be reminded that it will avail none but thoſe who 
yield him the moſt perfect obedience they can pay? and becauſe we 
have a ſinful nature within, which is continually prompting us to 
evil, is it not therefore of the utmoſt neceſſity that we be warned to 
take heed to our ways? That we be inſtructed in the particulars of 
our duty; and that we be admoniſhed of the certain puniſhment 
which will follow every voluntary fin, unleſs it be heartily repented 
of and forſaken ? Where theſe things are not frequently and ſtrongly 
urged, the goſpel 1s not truly preached; and let not the people de- 
ceive themſelves in thinking they are of the houſhold of faith, and 
of the flock of Chriſt, while they go on in wilful fin. They have 
the Bible in their own hands, let them conſult that, and they will 
find, that whatever are our diſputes, nothing 1s ſo clear, as that 
wickedneſs is inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, that Chriſt has no part 
with Belial. Our Saviour himſelf ſays to us in the words which I 
have placed at the head of this diſcourſe, Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things that I ſay, &c. * 


I know the preſent ſtate of the world 1s ſuch, that it is very 
difficult for thoſe who are placed in the lower ſtations of life to get 
a hvehhood in it, without giving way to its ſinful cuſtoms and 
practices; as for inſtance, the ſervant who will not be partaker of 
his maſter's fins, is in danger of loſing his daily bread; the artificer 
who fcruples an unjuſt or an unlawful gain muſt run the riſque of 
being reduced to poverty ; the tradeſman who refuſes to follow his 
calling on Sunday, in compliance with the humour of his ſuperiors, 
is threatened with the loſs of his buſineſs, and conſequently of hys 
bread :. yet let theſe and every one who is tempted conſider, it is 
much better to fall into the hands of God than into thoſe of men; 
the world will fail us, whether we ſerve it or not; but God will be 
ſure not to fail thoſe who ſerve him, becauſe he is faithful who hath 
promiſed. The apoſtle ſays, Be careful for nothing, but in every 
* thing. by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving let your re- 
* queſts be made known unto God.” Philip. iv. 7. And he adds; 
* The peace of God which paſleth all underſtandings, ſhall keep 


* your 
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your hearts and minds in Chriſt Jeſus. What a bleſſing is here 
promiſed to an humble truſt in God! a bleſſing which the world can 
neither give nor take away, but which will remain with us fo long 
as we hold faſt the confidence from which it flows. While God ſees 
fit to continue us in this world, he can always find means to pro- 
vide for us; and when he ſees fit to take us out of it, he has made 
ample proviſion. of eternal happineſs in the world to come, for all 
ſuch as faithfully ſerve and truſt in him. But if you are ſtill re- 
ſolved to ſerve the world in preference of him who is your rightful 
Lord, know to your confuſion that it will both enflave and deceive 
you ; for having no other confidence you will be forced to comply 
with all its unjuſt and unreaſonable demands, and it will at lat 
defraud you of the wages you expected from it; or if you ſhould 
gain ſome preſent advantages, which it 1s more than probable, you 
will loſe, and be rather more involved in thoſe difficulties from 
which you ſeek to free yourſelves by ſinful means, yet an offended 
God can eafily ruin and deſtroy them all, fo that you ſhall not be 
able to take the leaſt comfort or ſatisfaction in them: and what a 
miſerable condition will you be in when you come to die, to think 
that you kave given away your ſoul, and have had nothing in ex- 
change for it ! It is pronounced by our Lord to be the higheſt de- 

of folly to gain the whole world, if we loſe our own fouls in 
| = purſuit of it; if there can be a greater folly than this, it is to 


loſe our eternal happineſs, and gain nothing by the exchange but 
ſorrow and vexation of ſpirit. 


If then we pretend to be Chriſtians, let us ſhew that we really are 
ſo, not only in word and profeſſion, but in deed and in truth, by 
keeping the commands of God, and walking in all his laws which 
he has ſet before us. And above all, let us not vainly flatter our- 
ſelves that we ſhall attain that happineſs which it has not entered 
the heart of man to conceive, by a mere ineffectual profeſſion of 
belief in Chriſt, St. James tells us, that faith without works is 
dead. James ii. 20, &c. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father juſti- 
$ fied by works, when he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? 
« Seeſt thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect? and the Scripture was fulfilled m_ 2 

Abraham 


7 
E 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righ- 
© teouſneſs; and he was called the friend of God. Ye ſee then how 
© that by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only.“ Not 
that it is here meant that our works can of themſelves procure our 
Juſtification, for they are all ſo debaſed with the ſinfulneſs of our 
nature, that the very beſt of them cannot be accepted upon. their 
own account; but ſince Chriſt has died to purchaſe our reconciliation 


with God, that faith which produces theſe good works in us, will 
give us a ſure intereſt in him; and ſo we ſhall be juſtified for his- 


take and through his merits. 


If therefore we have hitherto walked contrary to this divine word, 
let us no longer harden our hearts againſt the calls of it; but let us 
return unto the Lord with all our hearts, for he is merciful. and 
gracious, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs. Let us repent us 
truly of our paſt fins, have a hvely and ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt our 
ſaviour, amend our lives, and be in perfect charity with all men; fo 
ſhall we receive an inheritance 1ncorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away: reſerved in heaven for thoſe who hear the word of 
God and keep it, who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto ſalvation—and let us draw near to God in all his holy ordi- 
nances, and obey them that have the rule over us, who watch for. 


our ſouls, as they that mult give account. 


It may perhaps be thought a needleſs taſk to ſet down at large fo 
many paſſages of holy Scripture, which is, or ought to be in every 
one's hands; but let it be conſidered, that bringing our faith and 
practice into one ſhort comprehenſive view, and ſetting it before his 
eyes in God's own words may, by the bleſſing of his grace, give 
ſome check to the profligate ſinner or the formal Chriſtian, who is 
more uſed to conſider the comment than the text. Let it like- 
wiſe be remembered, that 1t 1s the prevailing method of the pre- 
fent times to overlook and paſs: by the plain doctrines of Chril- 
tianity, which are given to make us wiſe unto falvation, for the 
ſake of thoſe which are obſcure and difficult. Hence it comes to 
be ſaid that the Bible is an unintelligible book, except to a few 
whoſe eyes the Lord is pleaſed to open, but the ſenſe of it intirely 
hid from all others. What 1s 57 but ſaying that God has mocked 

| his 
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his creatures, by making their ſalvation depend on the right know- 
ledge of what it is not in their power to know! but this 1s an unjuſt 
and groundleſs aſperſion on God and his word, whoſe ſaving truths 
are Feely laid open to all who are willing to receive them. It muſt 
indeed be granted the doctrine of predeſtination is above our reach; 
and though the. preachers of it pretend it is to them clear as the 
ſun, and draw a deluded multitude after them, yet we find by ex- 
perience, and ate expreſly told in the Scriptures, we are not able to 
comprehend it in our preſent ſtate. We may however be aſſured 
this doctrine is groſsly perverted and abuſed, when it is made to 
repreſent God as a cruel being, who has made the greateſt part of 
mankind on purpoſe to be eternally miſerable without a poſſibility 
of eſcaping it. This is indeed throwing the blame of both our 
guilt and puniſhment upon God ; the bare ſuſpicion of it muſt fill 
an honeſt mind with horror, and in proportion as the belief of it 
prevails, it will abate or totally extinguiſh the love of God in the 
ſoul : it alſo takes away the true foundation of faith, for no one can 
repoſe an intire and unreſerved confidence in a being whom he at 
beſt ſuppoſes to be of a partial and limited goodneſs. He may, 
perhaps, be worked up into a perſwaſion that he himſelf is one of 
a few choſen-favourites, but this has nothing in it of the excellence 
of true faith, which reſts itſelf on God as a being of infinite good- 
neſs and perfection, and fears to offend him as a being of infinite 
juſtice and holineſs ; who will by no means clear the guilty, though 
he will pardon the truly repenting ſinner, through the all-ſufficient 
atonement of Jeſus Chriſt. This aſcribes to the divine nature all 
its attributes, and the perſon influenced by it will yield a fincere and 
univerſal, though his frailty will not admit of a perfect obedience. 
But he who is puffed up with a groundleſs preſumption of the par- 
ticular favour of God towards himſelf, will be ready to ſet aſide his 
commands, whenever they ſtand in competition with his own 
wordly intereſt. True faith will alſo inſpice univerſal charity, 
which will ſhow itſelf by real acts of kindneſs where-ever its power 
extends; but the perſwaſion of mind. which is founded on this 
doctrine of predeſtination ſhuts. up the heart from the love of 
man as well as that of God, and inſpires only ſelfiſhneſs and 
baughtineſs; beſides, it is directly contrary to that gracious decla- 
cation that the Lord is loving unto every man and his mercy is over 


« all 
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all his works. And howconſtantly do we find throughout the Scriptures 
the favour and acceptance of God promiſed to thoſe who ſerve him 
in an upright ſincerity, and his threatenings denounced againſt all 
wilful finners. See particularly the thirty-third chapter of Ezekiel. 
But what can be the meaning of thoſe promiſes and threatenings, or 
of what uſe can they be to us, if we have no power to chooſe the good 
or refuſe the evil, and that there is no fuch thing as free will 1a us? 
Surely whoever attempts to explain away the ſenſe of them to make 
way for any particular doctrine or ſyſtem of his own, may very 


juſtly have applied to him thoſe words of the prophet Ezekiel, 
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With lyes ye have made ſad the heart of the righteous whom 
I have not made ſad, and ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, 
that he ſhould not return from his wickedneſs. 


I ſhall conclude with divers exhortations of St. Peter: © Therefore 
laying aſide all malice and all guile, and hypocriſies and envies, 
and all evil ſpeaking, as new born babes deſire the fincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby. Dearly beloved, I 
beſeech you as ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts 
which war againſt the ſoul: having your converſation honeſt 
among the gentiles, that whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil- 
doers, they may by your good works, which they ſhall behold, 
glorify God in the day of viſitation. Submit yourſelves unto 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake, whether it be unto 
the king as ſupreme, or unto governors as unto them that are 
ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil-doers and for the praiſe of 
them that do well; for ſo is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men: as free, and 
not uſing your liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the 
ſervants: of God. Honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear 
God, honour the king. Servants, be ſubject to your maſters with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward : : 
for this is thank-worthy, if a man for conſcience. toward God 
endure grief ſuffering wrongfully : for what glory is it, if when ye 
be buffetted for your faults ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 


with God; for even hereunto were ye called.: -but if when ye do 


well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, becauſe Chriſt alſo 


fuffered for us, leaving us an example that ye ſhould follow His 
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ſteps, who did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himſelf to him that judgeth 
righteouſly : who his own ſelf bare our fins in his own body on 
the tree, that we being dead to fin ſhould live unto righteouſneſs; 
by whoſe ſtripes ye were healed, for ye were as ſheep going 
aſtray, but are now returned unto the ſhepherd and biſhop of your 
ſouls. —Finully, be ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous ; not renderin 

evil for evil, or railing for railing, but contrarywiſe bleſſing, _ 
knowing that ye are thereunto called that ye ſhould inherit a 
bleiling ; for he that will love life and ſee good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they ſpeak no guile. 
Let him eſchew evil, and do good; let him ſeek peace, and 
enſue it: for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is 
againſt them that do evil. And who is he that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which is good? And if ye ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled, but ſanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts; and be ready always to give an anſwer to every one that 
aſketh you. a reaſon of the hope that is in you with meekneſs and 
fear; having a good conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of 
you, as of evil-doers, they may be aſhamed that falſely accuſe 


your good converſation in Chriſt. For it is better, if the will of 


God be ſo, that ye ſuffer for well-doing, than for evil-doing : for 
Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for us, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring us to God.—The elders which are among you 
exhort, who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of the glory that ſhall be revealed: 
feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the overſight 
thereof, not by conſtraint but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind: neither as being lords over God's heritage, but 
being enſamples to the flock ; and when the chief ſhepherd ſhall 
appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
Likewiſe ye younger, ſubmit yourſelves unto the elder, yea all of 
you be ſubject one to another, and be clothed with humility ; for 
God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 


Humble 


77 
V | 
Humble yourſelves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 


he may exalt you in due time, caſting all your care upon him, 
for he careth for you. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your adver- 


ſary the devil walketh about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he 


may devour ; whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the faith, knowing that 
the ſame afflictions are accompliſhed in your brethren, which 
are in the world, But the God of all grace, who hath called us 


unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, after that ye have ſuffered 
awhile, make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. 


To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


S040 + ©Þ 


P'S. {ifs 5 — 2 
8 . © , „ = - 4 x 4 * . 
co hr ht > dd Sx bf "I A, * tn #3 
e — + wy * * 
9 RY _ = $ 
Nhe „ * = or © f 5 
* 9 ** 3 * 
e 1 * * cf, - 42 » — 
9 *», © „ 2 
m— & . 
: 4 * FA. , I” . * 3 
Ac vc 8 n > 
© : q » 
wit N . the — — 
e. 
4 « 7 % . <4, jm 4 * 5 
I. 34 * Fg . 
bY * a << = 
* — - bi : 
on * 1 - **,w Y 
— 1 o = * 5 6 
% *. 7 4 - a7 FI L * 
* % * # C © b; 3 oy 
= * * 
2 * * 9 
5 * , _ a 1 d 
2 „ 1 4% * * * 
93323 9 = 2 * : 
| . 7 1 . * * TA, 
* * TE. 12 8 % * 
Loos. po SO «© "I & 7 » & 8 * 
x; 4 . * * — . 
- ** 
_ C.. a 
mo | 
: » F4 "I Y * * D ; 4 
for * 1 ** . . s - 5 
1 , — 
” dd; — 4 
W. * . * — * * 
wo » — * ; 5 
* „ . . N * : : 
— 8 # * * Y 7 
2 8 "I . | | 
4 Po bs : 
2+ 0 * a . * 
* 4 * J : * I 
. . PS i; 
Y * ' . . n 
3 * * ©. F "OL " ö 
: 7 
1 1e 4 
"+ ' a 2 * C 4 
an. * 1 : + 
, — 1 * Ws . 
5 * - 4 W — 
. by 
RX 1 
3 * - © *% 
4 y—w oY * F 
* ** ® » 1 
: PI Fd 
123 1 _ 
* J a 
= © 75 
; / 
. = 
* 
oy * is 
* . * 
= 
, WV I 
. * > 4 
N 4 — 
o 


7 
. 1 
*s 3 . - 
> [ 
. 
7 
4 , ' 
| , » Y 
| 
£ 
* 
- N 
7 : 
=- , 5 * 
* * l - 
1 
; ; 
4 : 
= P : 
. 
22 3 22 2 
- 
* 4 * 
* 1 5 
\ * k 
; . . 
% 
: 
? 
, f pF | 
o . » 
* * g 


w 
ak 4.420 i rec.eul 


——U— — — — 


